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Mark Amfahr: Things I Learned Studying Transition-Era Operations. 

The presentation will touch upon a wide variety of topics related to transition-era 

operations.  All items discussed in the presentation will be based upon research 

findings from actual railroad operations, mostly from the Union Pacific but also 

from the Rock Island and other Midwestern roads.  The information presented is 

intended to be directly applicable to model railroad operations.  Some of the 

topics will include: yard operations, caboose utilization and handling, double-

heading, handling of perishable and livestock traffic, LCL and freight house 

operation, handling of forwarder merchandise traffic, a few of the many reasons 

trains stopped en-route, and military munitions shipments. 

 

Frank Angstead: Manufacturing the Intermountain Way. 

This clinic will consist of three parts: 1) An overview of the manufacturing 

process at InterMountain Railway Company including the history of tooling done 

for other companies by Intermountain.  The current status of offshore 

manufacturing in China with information about former and current companies.  

Also some discussion of other countries/areas for future consideration.  2) What 

can we do to bring model railroad manufacturing back to the U. S.?  and 3) 

Discussion of the place of model railroading in the hobby industry in general and 

what the future looks like for the hobby. 

 

Mike Boland: The LIRR Passenger Fleet In Color. 

This clinic examines the Long Island Rail Road's extensive passenger car fleet 

from 1945 to the present time.  When other railroads were eliminating passenger 

service and getting rid of passenger cars, the LIRR was adding all kinds of cars to 

its fleet, including commuter club cars, sleeping cars, heavyweight Pullman parlor 

cars and "American Flyer" coaches.  This all-color show takes an extensive look 

at the LIRR roster, from MP54s to new, modern M7s and everything in between. 

 

Al Brown: Kitbashed and Parts-Built Tank Cars. 

Three projects will be described: (1) a UTLX type X, built from an MDC Old 

Timer tank and a Shapeways underframe; (2) a U.S. Army USG-A, built from a 

Tichy tank and various underframe parts; and (3) a GATC Type 30, built from a 

Tom Madden tank and Tangent underframe parts. 

 

Andy Carlson: Reefers, Flats, Tanks and Covered Hoppers from the 1960s. 

This program will feature non-box car freight cars, with all of the presented 

photos shot on Kodachrome during the 1960s. Ample examples will include the 

common mixed with the less-common. The 1960s ushered in many of the modern 

designs of freight car construction which remain standards to the present; sharing 

the rails with older designs, including many pre-war cars rolling their final miles 

to provide a peak mix of old and new equipment never to be matched again. 

 

 



Jeff Cauthen: Passenger Car Trucks. 

My presentation on passenger car trucks will begin with early wood construction 

and continue through 1971, but will not cover Amtrak specific trucks.  Trucks 

covered will be wood 4-wheel and 6-wheel, heavyweight steel 4-wheel and 6-

wheel, and lightweight steel 4-wheel and 6-wheel.  Information will be provided 

regarding models available in HO scale. 

 

Bill Darnaby: Maumee Update 2016 - Scenery and Kitbashing. 

A continuation of last year’s talk on layout progress covering the completion of 

the branch line and its operation plus on going scenery and…maybe other… 

projects. 

 

Jim Dick: Too Many Reefers?!? 

Looking over my fleet, I wondered if I have too many reefers to use in a realistic 

manner.  AAR documents from 1956/1957 show reefer movements across the US. 

These AAR documents provide a decent recitation of what is moving in the 

reefers and where the action is taking place, what the action is, month by month 

across the US. Aggregate reefer carloading numbers included.   

 

George Eichelberger: Banana Traffic from the Port of Charleston. 

Clinic attendees will learn not only about the bananas that arrived at the Port of 

Charleston, but also the reefers and routings that delivered those bananas to 

consumers all over the country. 

 

Stuart Forsyth: Cajon at War: Seven Days in May 1945. 

“Modeling from Train Sheets . . . because half of the time it was too dark to take 

photos” and “Data Mining Train Sheets Using Database Software.”  This clinic 

shares the fascinating results of analyzing Santa Fe Los Angeles Division First 

District (Cajon Pass) train sheets for May 1-7, 1945.  Learn about all the 

information that is on a train sheet; the FileMaker database that was built to 

analyze them; and what the train sheets reveal—including the numbers, lengths, 

tonnages and speeds of the trains operated, and the types, numbers 

and assignments of the engines used to haul them.   See a day in the life of an 

operator at Summit, as well as a steam locomotive assigned to helper 

service.  Learn how Santa Fe and Union Pacific ran the railroad during the 

punishing-traffic days of World War II and the engines you need to model those 

operations. 

 

Stephen Funaro:C&O Panel- and Welded-Side Hoppers. 

This clinic will cover the panel-side and welded-side hoppers owned by the C&O. 

It will include discussion of the prototype, as well as how to build (and finish) 

models in HO scale. 

 

 

 

 



Andy Harman: The Heavyweight 20th Century Limited - Part 3 - The First Hard Car. 

We've done some easy cars, and a medium hard kitbash. Now comes one of the 

truly difficult kitbashes, the high-window Valley series observation lounge.  This 

was the signature tail car of the Century from the early 1930s until the end of the 

heavyweight era.  Wide deck roof, 14 extra height windows, and lots of rivet 

counting.  Will it be finished in time?  It will be there, finished or not there's a lot 

to tell. 

 

Jared Harper: Modeling Midwestern Trees. 

The uninitiated may think that Kansas is devoid of trees.  In fact, a prototypical 

model of the Santa Fe’s Alma Branch requires many trees.   This clinic will focus 

on modeling trees as they appear in the Great Plains of the Midwest. 

 

Steve Hile: UTLX Class Z Tank Cars. 

UTLX classified cars that were not built to its internal designs as Class Z.  

Approximately 25% of its Steam Era roster were Class Z cars.  Some of those cars 

were purchased new, but many were previously owned by other tank lines and 

purchased by UTLX in the 20’s and 30’s.  How to model some of these 

interesting cars will also be discussed. 

 

Roger Hinman: General American Refrigerator Cars.   

A look at the refrigerator cars (produce, meat, express and milk) built by General 

American from 1922 to 1954. This will comprise cars built for other railroads and 

private companies as well as cars built for its own fleet and for the lines it 

purchased. The talk will proceed chronologically and provide some summary fleet 

data where possible. Second hand cars acquired from others will only be 

mentioned in passing. 

 

Charles Hostetler: Anthracite Coal Shipments by Rail 1935-62. 

Anthracite coal shipments were NOT limited to a few eastern railroads.  During 

the 1950s, it was consistently among the top 20 (out of 260) commodities shipped 

by rail, was shipped to at least 37 of the 48 states, and was handled by 112 of the 

123 Class 1 Steam Railroads.  It also played an interesting role in the 

rail/maritime interface, one of my particular interests.   

 

In this presentation I discuss some of the factors that caused anthracite rail 

commodity flows to differ in interesting ways from the more familiar bituminous 

commodity flows.  I’ll also discuss the shippers, consignees, routes, and freight 

cars associated with anthracite rail shipments, and how to model them.  The time 

period covered will be from 1935 to 1962, with an emphasis on the 1950s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tony Koester: Planning and building a LARGE home layout. 

Model Railroad Planning editor Tony Koester has built not one but two large HO 

railroads in the same basement over the past four decades. His current railroad 

accurately depicts a specific prototype's appearance and operations in a narrowly 

defined region and time frame (central Indiana and Illinois in autumn 1954). He'll 

share tips on how to get more done in less time without unduly compromising 

objectives or quality. 

 

Greg & Gail Komar: Modeling the C&O – WVN layout progress.  

Clinic describes projects competed in 2015.   Modeling coal loads and diesel fuel 

facilities. Building a wall to divide two railroads.  Hanging a backdrop. Painting 

clouds and installing a 28ft photo panorama to the backdrop. Adding 6ft to Beaver 

Junction to model REA facility and passenger station. 

 

Jim Langston: Seaboard Coast Line Passenger Service – July 1, 1967 to April 30, 1971. 

An overview of the prototype service, equipment, modeling opportunities and 

personal stories.  A first class service with ACL, SAL tradition and equipment, 

plus second hand equipment from NKP, C&O and B&O.  Many models and ACL 

& SAL historical Society decals are available. 

 

David Leider: How to Model a Pickle Salting Station. 

This clinic will show what they were, how they were used, and how you can 

model one. I will identify inbound and outbound loads and the types of cars used. 

 

Jim Lincoln: Adventures in Proto48: The most maddening of scales. 

A discussion of Jim’s foray into the world of Proto:48.  He will include a brief 

discussion of how he used 3D Printing to achieve greater realism. 

 

Tom Madden: 3D Printing Processes. 

An in-depth look at the four most common 3D printing processes (fused plastic 

filament, laser sintering, jet printing and stereolithography). I'll describe how they 

work, discuss their capabilities and limitations, and explore their applicability for 

use in our hobby. 

 

Carl Marchand: DCC and JMRI – More Than Just a Pretty Interface. 

JMRI has become one of the most popular, useful tools to have in your DCC 

toolbox. We will focus on two of the most talked about uses of JMRI – 

programming DCC decoders and using the Wireless Throttle feature to operate 

your trains and DCC accessories from your smartphone, tablet or other smart 

device! DCC terminology and concepts will be explained, as well as how to setup 

your JMRI computer in Wi-Server mode to run your trains. A live demonstration 

of Wi-Throttle using smart devices will be conducted. 

 

 

 

 



Greg Martin: Shake-N-Take: WP 40’ Rebuilt Box Car. 

A continuation of the extremely popular “Shake-N-Take” series.  Attendees will 

receive the parts needed to build the subject car, and a clinic on the prototype and 

how to kitbash it.  Attendance is limited.  

 

Marty Megregian: Union Pacific Steam Shop Update. 

An update on the status of UP 4-8-4 844, Challenger 3985, and Big Boy 4014.  

Includes many photos from September 2015. 

 

Marty Megregian: Geodesic Foam Scenery. 

A demonstration of the Geodesic Foam Scenery method developed by Bragdon 

Enterprises.  This method is easy and generates extremely lightweight and 

realistic scenery.  It is particularly well-suited to layouts with extensive rockwork. 

 

Lance Mindheim: Planning and Enhancement Tips For Structures. 

A big picture look at how to enhance the overall look of your structures.  Tips on 

structure selection, parts selection, weathering.  A guide not only to individual 

buildings but how to work effectively with overall groups of them. 

 

Jim Murrie & Naomi Petersen: Riding the Rails with Jim Crow. 

An introduction to the complex railroad policies and laws that affected seating, 

ticketing, equipment and depots from 1836-1963. 

 

Bill Neale: Modeling the Eastern End of the PRR Panhandle Division. 

The focus of the clinic will be to introduce the Pennsylvania Railroad’s Panhandle 

division, look at the eastern end, and show how I approached modeling this area.  

I will be looking at the first 50 miles of the railroad west of Pittsburgh, 

specifically in the pre-war steam days.  I will cover the operation, geography, and 

facilities at a high level, showing how I was able to adapt this prototype to a 

reasonably sized model railroad. 

 

Joe Oates: The Competition for Florida Passenger Service. 

 

David Orr: Adventures in L&N Rolling Stock and Structure Modeling. 

Examples of L&N rolling stock and structures as modeled by members of the 

L&N Historical Society. Examples include prototype information and techniques 

to achieve results. 

 

Steve Orth: LED Layout Lighting. 
For larger layouts, especially those with two (or more) decks, even fluorescent 

lighting generates too much heat, has physical limitations, and color temperature 

limits. Steve will discuss how he implemented LED lighting for his layout to avoid 

the problems associated with incandescent and fluorescent lighting and potential 

pitfalls that might be encountered with LED lighting. 

 

 

 



Jeff Otto: Handlaying Turnouts – A Live Demonstration. 

Jeff will demonstrate how easy (and fast!) it is to handlay beautiful turnouts using 

jigs from Oak Hill Model Railroad Track Supply. 

 

Naomi Petersen & Jim Murrie: Riding the Rails with Jim Crow. 

An introduction to the complex railroad policies and laws that affected seating, 

ticketing, equipment and depots from 1836-1963. 

 

Rob Pisani: Manufacturing in China – the Atlas Perspective. 

Rob Pisani, from Atlas Model RR Co., will discuss his experience with 

manufacturing model railroad products in China.  The situation in China is 

constantly changes, so please attend for an up-to-date perspective. 

 

Bob Prehoda:Timetable & Train Order Operations on the Huntingdon Northern. 

Attendees will learn how TT&TO operations were adapted from the prototype to 

meet the needs of the HO Scale Huntingdon Northern. 

 

Cinthia Priest: While You’re At It... 

Attendees will learn how easy it is to write articles suitable for publication.  If one 

plans up-front to take a few photos and document a few steps, then publishable 

articles will magically result from each modeling project.  The clinician is an 

author and magazine editor for Paired Rail Railroad Publications which produces 

Railroad Model Craftsman, Scale Rails (the NMRA Magazine), Model Railroad 

News, Railroads Illustrated, and other publications. 

 

Stephen Priest: Life on a Track Geometry Car. 

 

Bill Schafer: 8 Section-5 Double Bedroom Pullmans on the Southern Railway. 

The presentation will give some background on the Pullman Company and why 

Pullman had to rebuild so many heavyweight cars during the 1930s.  One of the 

new configurations was the 8 Section-5 Double Bedroom car - not a common car 

type as those things went (only 125 or so existed), and when the railroads 

acquired a chunk of heavyweights after 1948, Southern (and subsidiaries) ended 

up with six of them.  The latter part of the presentation will describe how the 8-5s 

were assigned on the Southern, from 1940 to 1960.   

 

Bill Schaumburg: Visiting the American Rock Salt Co. 

This is the newest rock salt mine in the U.S. and the tour takes us 1,400 feet 

underground and looks at the railroad operations there.  Wine and chocolate will 

be served. 

 

Bill Schneider: Design and Manufacturing at Rapido Trains. 

A (light-hearted) look at the model train design and production process from the 

initial idea through to final production.  Includes a discussion of the ups and 

downs of dealing with Chinese factories. A question and answer period will be 

available at the end if I don’t get too long-winded! 



 

Jim Singer: C&NW Compendium, Thanks To Joe Piersen. 

First Presented at the C&NW winter meet 11/2013. The late Joe Piersen, archivist 

for the C&NW boys provided much to our modeling community. Thanks Joe! 

Updated with new passenger consist info late 50’s- early 60’s. Joe passed away in 

July 2015.  Also includes a Burlington man’s look at the Northwestern (photos 

from the Singer collection). 

 

Bruce Smith: The PRR X29 Boxcar. 

This clinic will cover the Pennsylvania Railroad’s ubiquitous X29 boxcar and the 

multiple variants of this car, both as built and as modified of the many years of its 

service.  Modeling suggestions will be provided to model the major variants of 

this class. 

 

Al Sohl, MMR: Colorado Scenery and Real Dirt Roads. 

Al will describe how photos revealed under-detailed areas on his model railroad 

and how he added retaining walls and other features to fix it.  He will also 

describe his technique to make dirt roads (and dirty vehicles) that are appropriate 

for Colorado in 1939. 

 

Mont Switzer: The Ten Year History of Shake-N-Take : A Trip Down Memory Lane 

The clinic will review the concept of kit bashing HO scale styrene rolling stock 

models followed by an examination of each of the 10 projects that have been 

presented by Greg Martin and John Greedy in their exclusive Cocoa Beach RPM 

series.  The clinic will feature detailed views of project models completed by 

Mont Switzer, which is some cases will offer additional kit bashing alternatives to 

Greg and John's well researched projects. 

 

Gil Thomas: Considerations for Modeling the 1990's. 

The railroad is ever changing.  As the railroad continue to evolve what are the 

changes occurring in the 1990's and how should one model them?  The clinician 

will review these changes and discuss how to model them. 

 

Tony Thompson: Building a Realistic Bulk Oil Dealership. 

Bulk oil dealerships in the prototype vary widely, and there may seem to be no 

two alike, but in fact there are a number of features in common, which may be 

arranged in various ways. A number of prototype examples are presented in the 

clinic, along with a detailed look at constructing an HO scale model dealership 

incorporating the common features of prototype facilities. Additional model 

dealerships are also shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bill Welch: Airbrushing 101 & Spraying Acrylics. 

The goal of this clinic is to educate modelers about Internal Mix Airbrushes, 

which are best suited to spray water based acrylic paint.  Attendees will also learn 

tips to help them be successful using acrylics.  We will look at six different 

"Double Action" airbrushes manufactured by Badger, GREX, Harder & 

Steenbeck, Iwata, and Passche and some inexpensive Chinese airbrushes that may 

surprise you if your budget is limited. Terms will be explained and a look at both 

necessary and optional equipment will be included. An extensive handout 

downloadable from the Internet with numerous related links is part of this 

offering. 

 

Bill Welch: Airbrushing  Acrylics: Hands-On Painting Exercise. 

This is limited to 48 participants and sign-up will begin about Noon on Friday 

January 8. A few slots will be held for Saturday-only arrivals. Each painter will 

have ten minutes to practice painting with an Internal Mix Airbrush using Badger 

Modelfex paint onto a freight car body provided by Accurail. 

 

Fenton Wells: SRR Home-Built Pulp Racks. 

The clinic will cover the pulp racks built by the SRR during the steam-to-diesel 

transition era.  It will cover the prototype as well as modeling the different classes 

of cars. 

 


